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02-161

October 9, 2002

For Immediate Release:
EIU TO HONOR SIX FOR POST-G RAD ACCOMPLISHMENTS
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University, along with the EIU Alumni Association , will
honor six of its alumni for outstanding post-graduation accomplishments as part of
Homecoming 2002 activities happening around campus this week.
Four alumni - Jim Evans '68, H. Ray Hoops '62, Howard Skidmore ex '42 and Larry
Smith ex '91 --each will be honored with a Distinguished Alumnus Award, presented to
individuals who have distinguished themselves in either academic or literary fields , business,
public service and/or service to the university and who, through their accomplishments and
service, have brought prestige to their alma mater.
Judy Ethell '82 will receive the Alumni Service Award, given to those alumni who have
repeatedly displayed outstanding voluntary service to Eastern, while Sarah Livesay '98 will be
honored as the Outstanding Young Alumnus, an award presented to alumni who, within five
years of graduation with a bachelor's degree, have excelled in their careers and/or public
service.
Award winners will be recognized during Eastern's Homecoming parade, beginning at
9:30a.m. Saturday, Oct. 12; during halftime of the EIU Panthers/Eastern Kentucky Colonels
football game {1 :30 p.m.); and during the EIU Alumni Association Awards Dinner later in the
day.
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Since 1998, Jim Evans of Paradise Valley, Ariz., has served as president and chief
executive officer of Best Western International, the world's largest lodging chain. Prior to Best
Western, he held several management positions in the hospitality industry, including senior vice
president-operations for Promus Hotel Corp., executive vice president-operations for
Doubletree Hotel Corp ., and senior vice president-sales and marketing for Hyatt Hotels &
Resorts. In 2001, he was named one of the 25 Most Influential Executives in the Retail Travel
Industry. "Travel Agent" magazine named him its Person of the Year in 2000.

H. Ray Hoops of Evansville, Ind., has served as president of the University of Southern
Indiana since 1994. His career includes a distinguished trail as a scientist and ed ucator, and
has included numerous faculty and administrative appointments. Among these was the
directorship of the Division of Marketing in the U.S. Department of Health, Education and
Welfare, for which he received two national service awards. He also served as the associate
vice chancellor for academic affairs for the Oregon State System of Higher Education and
president of South Dakota State University.
An inductee into the Illinois Military Aviation Hall of Fame, Capt. Howard Skidmore was
a combat pilot during World War II, and served 30 years in the U.S. Navy. During the war, he
flew 55 combat missions from the U.S.S. Cabot, a light carrier in the Pacific Fleet. In 1961, as
the head of the air department on the U.S.S. Lake Champlain , he coordinated the recovery of
astronaut Alan Shepard 's capsule after his splashdown at sea.
From 1961 to 1963, he served as head of special projects for the director of naval
intelligence at the Pentagon, and later served three years as the senior military attache at the
American Embassy in Denmark. Upon retiring form the Navy in 1972, he worked for Global
Marine, Inc.
Since July of 2001 , Larry Smith of Fayetteville, Ga., has served as the prime time
sports anchor at CNN Headline News, reaching millions of viewers worldwide . Prior to
assuming the role of the network's featured sports anchor, he had served as a reporter and
anchor for CNN and CNN-SI , the 24-hour cable sports networks, since 1992. His professional
experience also includes stops at several network affiliates across the country.
For the past four years, Smith (formerly of Mattoon) has sponsored a golf outing in
Mattoon that draws actors and sports celebrities to raise funds for scholarships. Since that
time, he has awarded $28,000 to students from Charleston and Mattoon high schools.
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A partner at PricewaterhouseCoopers in St. Louis, Judy Ethell has served on the EIU
Accountancy Advisory Board since 1996. For the past two years, she has also chaired the
awards and development committee of that group. She is a strong role model for students and
has devoted countless hours to advising students in mock interviews, accounting certification
and faculty support regarding current accounting principles.
Sarah Livesay is an environmental education coordinator for the Champaign County
Forest Preserve District, and was recently named the Environmental Educator of the Year by
the Environmental Education Association of Illinois. Her work involves educating thousands of
students through several agencies, including the Illinois Department of Natural Resources and
the Champaign County Audubon Society.
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